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Preston Gibson Tells of Hazardous Trips to Gas-Scourg- ed Trenches f Franci
DIM AI

NIGHT W:TH

SHELL B
Kfl BO? PLAY

Awarded French .cross and two
citations Prestos."
These ilx cabled words, ladsa with

an implied heroism and hattle- -
seined experience far beyond ,the
proportion! of the brief dispatch, are
today in prldeful possession of the
family of Preston Gibson, Washing
ton playwright and sated athlete,
who Is serving; at the .French .front
as TOlanteer ambulanoe driver sit
tached to sanitary section 7,
ting with the French army.

The news of Gibson's decoration
aad citations "for coolness and brav-
ery displayed In removing wounded
after heavy shell fire at Bt, Quentin
and on the Algne front." reached his
relatives in this city through official
dispatches from abroad.

rracM at Tale.
Die latest American to be honored

by the French military, who .Rave .up
baseball In the spring of 1002 after.
pitching thirteen successive .wins far
Tale, to Oaks up a star left-en- d career
en the Bluew .famous football eleven
of that year: who tossed that mem-
orable ball to "Gabby" Street (who
eanrht It) from the top of the .Wash-
ington Monument back in 1912; who
relinquished writing, for the while,
each play successes as "The Turning
PMnt." "The Secret Way." and "The
Vacuum." to devote his energies to
the war, enlisted In the cause of de-
mocracy and Trance the 3d of lastJuly.

Then Mr. Gibson became attached to
n Harjes escadrllle. probably

tha most distinguished and efficient
ambulance corps In France.

Though not with this corps now, the
playwrlght-drlve- r is still with his
original section," No. T.

tetters Wiles. Grip.
Tha announcement of Gibson's

achievements la all but contemporary
with some of the most gripping and
ttYitjriMTiv 4 ntHv nf the ctnv

CB and tiny--i. w. ih.t
eonntrr the air andS.

the Identity and
ta trip to the any
trenches at night, what attended him
en the way, his getting and returning
tha woended to the base hospital, and
of a typically !'"' gas attack and
an equally typical but beautiful love
episode cv1"1 from the wounded, he
recently wrote as follows to his
brother. Richardson Gibson, of 1T3S
T street northwest.

--We are attached (our eenltnry
thirty men and twenty cars) to

a French division ana are wiu me
erH'T or --,""T division of the
army, ao we or have been under
fire a great deal, and driving at night
In the dark Is 210 Joke with shells
wbixxlng over your head. We travel
with this division. 10,000 men, and do
all their evacuating. We are paid

thls Is returned) aad led by the
French army.

la Fall Tlesv ef roe.
"The first night, ages ago. I was

eat to one of our posts de Lecours.
It Is mile from the third
jjn which is 800 yards from the
firing line. We wear helmets and
carry two gas masks. This Is a very
bad gas sector. I left the post,
glorious night, and. going ip the hill.
turned and drove straight toward the
trenches passed the (our) last ob
serration tree and on. There a turn
and drove parallel with the lines.)

fMM nrsi
learned the

wtileh were blown down. So I
la full view of the German trenches.

--Suddenly a great white light
loomed to the left about 300 yards,
and thought I was finished. But It

ni a star shell. These very
beautiful, made of with
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PRESTON GIBSON,
Of Washington, Bed Cross ambulance driver on French front, who

nas been honored by the French government.
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Gruesonae Scone in Dugout.
"I reached an post de Lecours and

went the dugout nuxt olab'irately
and beautifully made, connecting with
the trenches. Here were literally
dripped surgeons and stretchers bear-
ing their soaked In blood heroes, men
and boys with great holes la their
heads, arms and legs shot through
and ofT all silent In their suffering.

"An awful hush. Just the candle
light and the surgeons plowing their
way. I soon had load, couches
and "assistant, and started back
along the came road to our base hos
pits!, seventeen kilometers. It was
dark, and the road was filled with
cannon 'orn1Te up with their supplies,
and food and soldiers, etc This road
Is not used In daytime; nothing could
live on It.

Thousands of Star Shells.
"It great sight. Back of me

our 7S's and 155's were screeching
their shells over ray bead, snd In
front to the right were thousands of
star shells over the trenches and
hsnd grenaflee and tbe enemy artil
lery dropping borabi and shells near
the road.

"No one said any attention to them.
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trip of any car since a shell tore the
bustle oft it Volla! This Is the uu.l
night, all night of course. We change
about so we get two nlphte' rest a
welc It Is thrilling, remarkable, and
Interesting experience."

T will now tell you of the first

Last of Oriental Rugs
Like every other household necessity that

once used to be made by hand, HANDMADE
ORIENTAL RUGS also must give way to
machinery-mad-e ones. By the introduction of
MODERN METHODS into EASTERN COUN-

TRIES, OFFERING MORE INDUCEMENTS to
the natives, which must follow the war,
WEAVING RUGS BY HAND, at a salary of 5

cents per day, will be no more. Excessive export
duties, etc, will make Oriental Rugs a thing of
the past You can well be assured of this. Every
one well posted to the situation knows this. You
have still a chance to secure Genuine Oriental
Rugs at prices not much more than they were
before the war. Keep your eyes open buy them
whenever you can ONLY BUY THEM AT
RELIABLE STORES.

Remember, this applies to Genuine Oriental
Rugs only.

NEJIB HEKIMIAN
Oriental Floor Coverings

Est 1901

1512 H Street N. W.

attack and counter attack I saw.
We prepared our division flor It for
about tWo weeks, sending up gas
tanks at night. The night of the at-
tack I was sent to the post to wait.
I stood on the top of the dugout and
waited with a general and his aide In
silence for an hour. All was still.
even In the trenches. Just a 75 gun
every now and then. The great hush
before a storm.

"At 1:15 a. in. I saw (a moonlit
night) below me, a mist hurrying to-
ward the Germans. The wind was
perfect. It was our gas starting. It
went on and on like a great gray veil
and seemed to hang over them as they
Inhaled their death. The wind kept
perfect, and as far as I could see to
the right and left was this mist of
gas.

"Tlell" Breaks Leese.
"Thousands of German star shells,

like stationary meteors, went up
through the gray gas. Then, at 2:18
hell broke loose on the eecond. Three
hundred and fifty guns broke the si-

lence and a sheet of flsme poured into
the Boche trenches a double tire de
barrlage one In front of their first
line and one Just back of their third
line, so they could neither retreat nor
advance while they breathed the gas
between.

"Until 8 a. m. this continued, a
rtever-eeaain- g Fhelllng: star shells,
torpedoes, such a frightful,

noise.
"My first call was at 6:13. Some ofour men had been caught in their

own' gss. We evacuated 172 in avery short space of time.
"I saw a gss malade; It la terrible.

They cannot get their breath and they
cough end spit and vomit and spit
blood. When I reached the hospital
with my f.rst load those on top had
vomited blood all over those below
and the car reeked with stench. But-n-

murmur or complaint. It Is a hor-rlbl- e

death. But only four died, we
got them to the hospital so efficiently.

"Over the Top."
"The gss was shut off after dawn

and the ITS's continued all day and
Into the night when "Comrades, over
the top" was given and out they
came with bayonets, and hand gren-
ades (no rifles are ued any mors;
they are obsolete except to hold a
bayonet). Out. over, through and into
the barb wlrr, cutting, hewing, slaih-lui- r

their way to N'o. 1 trench and
they took It by storm. The Boches
were finished by the gas. This

until i a. m. Then our ourtaln
of Are we lifted.

"The Aiuerlc&ris will need some
training, as the Englinh killed 11,000
of their own men with their own
guns. The Iremt1i are marvelous,

"At 6 a. in, the Itoeho started a
tire de barrlaun, but 11,6 French held
on. Tills laated all ily and they

u rimter from tlitilr seoend
line that nlsl't, with hand grenades,
en we had our job rut out for us and
we wnrKud for nearly ninety hours
without a wink of bleep, all of us,
end Just coffee and bread, and oar
boots on.

Great Vlelery fits rTenrft,
"Dut the Frtneli held snd took

many prisoners and won a great vie-tor-

I went up tats the
drat derma line eaptiiredi it was
a marvel of eement construction, thir-
ty feet deep in plsrei.

"The Isst fellow I look to the hos-
pital was shot In the ride of tbe
head, lie was, and Is, thank God, a
perfect beauty, about twenty-flv-e
years old. Wonderful clear tkln and
hair, and great figure, square ghoul-dors- ,

small waltt and fine hands, lie
lay quits still as I nut him In and
liolttered up his head uitli my over-
coat, lie Jubt looked at ine as a dog
whose wound you are binding.

"I knew the road quite well and
though a s trcm of great wagons and
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Mr. Gibson at the wheel of Ms foyrfrtul Bed Crete yW- -, which fca has drim repeaiedly into the

men were going up .as fodder for the allies. Jt Is an open secret bars that!
men and mini. I went outte Cast and the Trsasurr Department has been far
carried him Into the hospital myself . t from aattafled with the lack of co-- 1

Be lay quite stm. a great na Oioun , cperaOoo revealed In the ase to :
on the linen arouna bis Jieaa. I isanea whlctt the varteus allies put the enocey
over him and whliperaa: iouti De
all rle-fa- t now. this Is the fcoapttal.'
He opened his big brown ayes aad
looked at the dingy lamp flickering
over his head It was 8 a. m. aad
at the nurse and the doctor and me.
Bon dleuf be murmured.

Guarded Picture Cheers.
"They then started to undress him.

bat he did not let them take oft bis
coat. X knew why. So I .took the
picture case out of his pocket and put
It ,ln his band. He tried to amlle.;
They took off his coat and began to

Tney paueauw,n "" .... strategy to be against Oer- -

'natfwaySan-'an-d samJi,, Smme: brought m. nodded. SLcSJfc w?l
.,... W., . ""' "" various
U It had not been for you' Oh,

no. said; It's Just part of my Job.
I'll come In and see you.

"I did In few days, one afternoon.
I ssw her kneeling by his cot hold-
ing his hand. was happy and went
forward.

"I am so glad you are going to
through that was bad wrl be pat. It In reality

I am going to be all right, and the
Americas who brought ma hers Is
coming to see me.'

"I am glad, said, and went ouC
"Cest la Quarrel"

COL HOUSE BACK

SAYS WAR COUNGI

PROVED A SUCCESS

(Ootrtmcsd from First Page.)
It ao desires. The matter of Colonel
House making another trip to Europe
In the near future Is entirely at the
disposition of President Wilson

Morale Splendid.
"The morale among the people In

both Great Britain and Freace is
splendid," he said. "Even French
pacifists admit that the morale was
never better.

"American Interests In Europe are
almost paramount."

Colonel House visited Che American
troops and said tonight that they were
in the very beat of condition, and
would be ready to fight when the time
comes.

"General Pershing," he said, "has
very difficult task, and Is doing it
well."

entire American return-
ed with Colonel House, except Com-
missioners Crosby and Taylor. They
will return In the near future.

The Interallied council. Colonel
House said, should really be called the
"Allies' Priority

Slaaa.
House emphasised the fine work

being done by Admiral Sims and the
American naval forces in
with the British, and paid high trib-
ute to his fellow-delegat- on the mis-
sion.

The Amerleen mission, while In In-don- .

lunched with Foreign Jflnliter
Balfour, Premier Lloyd George and
the King.

CROSBY Cri0SENHEAD OF
INTER-ALLIE- D ECONOMIC

COUNCIL FOR WAR PERIOD

Announcement has been received at
the Treasury Department Oacar
T, Crosby, Assistant Beeretary of the
Treasury and a representative of the
United KtaUa et the wsr
eenferenne In Paris, hay been chosen
president of the Inter-Ailie- d JSoononilo
Council for the prosecution of the
war. now meeting in London.

Sir, McAdoo, in a formal statement,
declares thai the organisation of thiscouncil will mean Ihst effective use

'.J"..'?1 Dut bt tha "dlta which
the United States has extended to the
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which thsr borrowed from the United '

States. Colonel House was Instructed i

when ha went to Paris to make
plain that If the United States t

was tp continue to furnish sot only
tha caw material for the war, but
the money with which It is bought.
tha United States must have a say In I

Its dlaposaL j

Tasks Te p AUettea. I

According to the plan of the Inter--!
alUd conference as reported here, the
military chiefs of all the nations will
decide upon the broad of

Mna?T:- - employed
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I
a

I

ADIrv'

mission
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questions

the task they are to do la landing
sufficient supplies on tha spot where ,

the military chiefs determine they ,
are needed. I

The task of the council will thus be
one of great Importance. It will have
to decide the broad questions of the
uses to which all of the chips In the

pull a nole.1 win will

I

a

The

that

--j.

determine the relative priority of all
the shipments that cross the seven
seas. It will also determine the finan-
cial needs of the various nations and
lay out the plana by which they may
best be met.

It Is believed here that with Mr.
Crosby on UiU board will be associa-
ted a representative of the war trade (

ana snipping noarae, as tnese agencies
In America, with the Treasury De
partment, will be charged with car
rying out ine council's recommenaa.
tlons.

Text ef Statenent.
Secretary UeAdoo In his statement.

said:
"I am greatly pleased that such an

bonor as the selection of Mr. Crosby
to the presidency of the Inter-allie-

council should come to the United
Btstea and to the Treasury Depart
ment.

"It Is very gratifying also to know
that the plans for tha conference have
been consummated. As a result of
the organisation of the council, I am
confident that we shall get more ef-

fective use of the credits which the
United SUtes is extending to tha al-
lies.

"A very distinguished honor has
been conferred upon Mr. Crosby. I
know of no one who. by reason of his
ability, loyalty, and general knowl-
edge of the situation Is more compe-
tent to dlecharge the duties of the
presidency of tne council."

Vital Records.
Thw foTJowlnr birth rad deatba

her tn rporU4 to the HesJtfc !- -
ptrtaent flurlnr th lJt twenty-fo- ur

hours:
Blrtfca.

Jota ji tirrm Gardnvr, bar.
Clinton arfl pMJt Qusnefr, bey.
Edwud H. and tto M. Tinrl--

T. tad lUtl U. King, drt
Frank uid "En B. StUon. boy.

Orl F-- sUid &ai0 uarrison, nor.
janiM b. ana nortec xajjrrutier. dot.
PaB&li H, ud Strati R. Thorn, boy.
Jaeob H. wJuS babe! fitter, irt.
ITUiaU J nvi uune u. uaemm, 077.
jUbejtt K. and VUrtmm C rtnlayaoa, boy.
vtvmaji and LUlUrt Goodman, boy.
Wolf and Anl eebsntete. girt,
jimi C aad Jan U. Ward, flirt
8. )fao and BTSs U. UeUfllca. rlsL
HaaiT and Ixicj Hsesoa.

Deaths.
fluBurf Sttniat. U jn., Wah. JLy. Hot,
NettU Be Bmltbwm. 11 jra.. KM II at. cw
William C Sacb. ft yra.. 6t61ra Km.
nobart Carton, SS yra.. U Artama at. nw,
Hnry B. Powvll. U yn iUM II th at. aw.
Vlrtinla Lfcsna. 4 yra., Cbllflrvn'a He.

11m.
frtevrbMi Ward. IT yrv.. KrtfTona Hoc,
William Jilloa, yra., rrtwdman'a lfoa.
CfaarUt Cox. yra Frfdraaa'a Hoa.
Mary r. Dwrn. K yra.. Ut Coroomn aL nw,
Mali1 KPT. ?i yra- - I63 d at nw.
Isaura HrHll, tH yra., TaLrvuto'1 lfoa.
Ifattl U. Turner, 3 yra.. 1X.3 WalUoU td.

nw,

DEATHS

rbrfiB-f- a Bstnrrtav, DnmbW Uth. HIT,
at i. SS "., - mj 11, nwM. ni.
rditir. III. Kwirtmth atrvt northvt, I

Irfn omanma humi&iui or HXTfJOo&J'll gusli), la the aUty-alnl- yeas
f Ua as.
runafal aatica lsUr. H

vrXUHTT-- On Baturdar, rcamlr 11, lBt,
it a. in. at bar mUtrn, ICJ Ceeaae-tlce- t

avf.ua nerthw.at. ROSA, widow at
th. lata Miirrta Walrtr, t'.mtti mother t
ilra V. H. IUe. Zath WaUkj- - Un, B. B,
VTalcW.r, ef MtUbutsk, lira i, Saks aai
Un 1. RoauiLurg.

.Molie. oX (ua.ral latai, kliullr emit flow.
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UNDERTAKERS

J. WILLIAM LEE,
UNDERTAKER AND I.IVEUV,

JJJ pa. tn. N W.
T.lM-hc- .tL '""- - WASHINO'TWf. P. O
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01 Stacy Daecrlptloo Uodecate frleae,
1X1 9 ?T.,V. .

LLOYD-GEORG-E

SEES NEW ERA W
HOUSE'S MISSION
Br XD

(Valtsd aVeaa Start umsaeint)
LONDON, Dec. la Colonel House's

visit to .Europe marks a new epoch m
world's history, and a new future In
conduct of world's affairs. Premier
.Lloyd George of Great Britain has an
nounced.

Informed of the) rrral of the head
of the American .mission Jn NewTork
again, the prime minister gave out
the following statement for Ameri
can citizens:

"I am very glad to learn of the safe
return of the first tgreat American
mission to Europe.

i say we nrsv 'Because j nope u win
he a breluds tA marrr 'timi, Vn tMi'
earperienca lgorn

broutht:homertojne
strongly paramount democracies triumph

'they
etant f that President

democracies JeouM tmve 'more nagadeur
w w i i a

only prosecution ; Colonel accomptnylnr
hhe but Suture uxmduct
tne woria s

"The mission which thus has Just
uooessfuuy tarmmatea labors

("was, as as ze concerned,
unauaunea

Busy. Busy Days At This Busy

"ECONOMY SHOE MARKET"
Which Saves Your Xmas Gift-Mon- ey

putting NOVELTY BOOTS SLffFERS, HOSIERY,
"Gifty" Footwear below prevailing prices.

"ECONOMY" Sale of

GIFT SLIPPERS
.and HOSIERY

our windows the tablefuls
Good Bargain inside.

Sale of Men's aad Women

Felt Home Slippers

At 98c
NUMBER differentA and Women' Warm Slippers

with the felt or fleece
the popular colors. Values

that should interest yoo.

Tableful of Women's $1 $1.50
Suppers broken fines tisaer-oh- s

attractive styles, reduced AQr

Sale of Men's Slippers

At $1.39
Felt Hish-c- ut Slipper,

HANDSOME collar several different
Felt Romeos and Everetta.

And a Tan or Leather
Slippers that today are better than $2.

Other Slippers For Men,

Women, and Children

98c, S1.25, $1.50 and $2.00

Very Special Values In
GIFT HOSIERY

For Women and Men

Silk, Fibre Silk,
Fine Lisle,

Warm Cotlon Wool,

Including Many Dashing Novelties

At 29c, 39c, 49c
55c, 59c, 69c

89c, $1.25, $1.35, $1.65

"It Jrlld siot receive a creat of
advertisement at the time, 'because
Oolenel. Honee rightly Unstated thai
It be first and last a business af
fair.

TBtit .the aflts'labora nrtU be
sen .by all In rtlme to come. 3t not

only enabled the States and
the to colordlnate preparations
so as 'to produce maximum military
enort In We shortest time against
the common enemy, but It brought
fresh a newipenpectiTe to
bear upon the allies" problems.

--Its "srork culminated In She IBrs
meetlnr of 'the supreme war eouncll
at the outward WetWe

we have ratned on this ocea-a- ln "" unity. faw
alon has even more.' the of the world" reat

than before the lm- - In the 'light for
portance of ever closer and more con--1 of "the Ideals represent,

association between, the' "To cooferenee the
States, are free of Europe. out .sent
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war. in tthe of
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rmembers of
"Colonel proved Ttha- -

self only worthy Tepreaeatat
of SUtes. but be
friendship and 'the respect f
European allies."
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We've Scored Some
Tremendous HITS at

THIS STORE!
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BatTUs
SaJe of

"Cancelled
Shipments"

Women's

$7 to $9 Norcky

Boots

Vlav&lSciHaOaV.
BJWBfBB;m

Latest

Made
For Some of

America's
Leading

Boot Shops

At $5.85 Pair
Has been the biggest event of the

present shoe year!
are boots consigned to ns by

THESEgreat factories of Cincinnati and
They were made for

famous dealers all over the East who were
compelled to cancel orders on account of
shipping delays due to freight congestion.

We Bought Them
'Way Below Price!

And you are getting the benefit just in
time for Xmas.

Styles Include all the present
best sellers in popular Novelty
Boots for young women.

Grays Browns
Tans Blacks

Colored kid. cloth and buck top,
Two-Col- or Models

With both Louis and military heels.
Choice of Nearly 40 Kinds!

s


